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TOBACCO

                              Tobacco is a plant, which requires proper soil & moderate dimate. In countries where tobacco plants flourish, the temperature does not fall below 45(F. It is grown in countries with tropical & subtropical climate.

· Places Of Growth

· Cuba, Jawa, Phillipines, Sumatra grow tobacco suitable for cigars.

· 18 states of United States produce tobacco of which Vergenia is the most important.

· India, Syria, Greece, Turky, Egypt & Russia are few other place where tobacco is grown.

· Australia, Canada produce tobacco suitable for pipe smoking. The time span from the moment the plants are prepared to raise a new crop th etime tobacco is ready is about 2 years.

· Planting 

                       The seeds are planted carefully & the young plants are transported. They have to be graded & guarded against various pests. In about 2 months time the plants grow upto the height of more than 6 fts & gives pink & white flowers. Experts hands off flower birds resulting in bigger leaves. Depending on general health of the plant, the no. of leaves that are ultimately permitted to reach to the maturity may be between 9 to 20.

· Harvesting

                            A cloudy day is preferred for harvesting as a precaution against disease known as ‘Sun Burn’. The harvesting will be undertaken in about 6 months when the plant is rivant & the leaves are turning yellowish green. The leaves are sticky in nature & therefore must be handled carefully.

· Carving  

                       After harvesting a natural fermentation begins to take place within the leaves & they turn into golden brown colour. The leaves are then tied in bundles & stored under controlled condition for 18 months to 2 years when they are just ready for cigar making.
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· Varieties Of Tobacco

· Brown Tobacco

                             The carving is done by raising the temperature to 170(F. The heat dries the leaf. Then the leaves are fired over every 3 minutes. This makes the leaves more palatable & it can be stretched. In this case, the tobacco which is obtained is dark & heavy.

· Yellow Tobacco

                               The sun plays major role in carving this tobacco. The temperature must be between 55(F to 75(F & some moisture in the air is essential. 4 to 5 days are sufficient to complete the process. This tobacco is used as chewing tobacco. It is a natural process.

· Latakia Tobacco

                                     This is a strong variety derived from Syria (African Country) & 18 states of USA. This is smoked by fire if Asiatic which turns it dark for cigarettes & pipe smoking.

· Perique Tobacco

                                      This is similar to latakia tobacco but is grown in Luciana. The finest leaves are flaked & carefully handled & are used for cigarettes & pipe smoking. They are of second quality.

· Pipe Tobacco

                              The blending of various tobaccos is done by the experts who know the exact proportion of each type & blend stronger tobacco with lighter tobacco. When different tobaccos are used, they are compressed into a hard cake & is spread out to cool down & to ensure that the moisture content does not exceed the legal limit of 32%.
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· CIGARATES

                                These are made by wrapping finely shared tobacco in paper. Tobacco  after carving, fermenting, conditioning & maturing becomes palatable. The leaves are blended into cakes which is then shreaded by machine. Cigarates are made by machines & normally one machine can make 2000 cigarates per minute. Handmade cigarates are few but they are of finest quality & hence expensive. They come from Russia, Egypt & Turky.

· CIGARS

                          There are 3 parts of cigars.

· Filler

· Binder

· Wrapper

· Filler

            Tobacco for filler is usually a blend various kinds of tobacco which forms the inner core of cigar & accounts for basic flavour of cigar.

· Binder

             This is the single leaf, which binds the filler together. The filler & binder together form a bunch.

· Wrapper

              This outer leaf covers the bunch. It is an exceptionally fine quality leaf which must have elasticity & strength besides outstanding appearance & fine flavour.

               Wraper leaf  tobacco are classified according to colour – 

· CCC 


(CLARO)               


Light Coloured Cigar

· CC 


(COLORADO CLARO)             
Medium Coloured Cigar 

· C 


(COLORADO)               

Dark Coloured Cigar                      

· CM 


(COLORADO MADURO)                Very Dark Coloured Cigar       

· M 


(MADURO)                

Extremely Dark Cigars
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· Manufacturing Of Cigars

                                              After picking the leaves are tied & hanged on a pole in a huge airy shade where they are cured. Here the chemical change known as fermentation takes place. This minimizes the harsh content & brings mildness. The leaves are then tightened into a bundle of 40 to 50 & are known as ‘hands’ which are kept on top of one another in a warm & humid atmosphere. The finest cigars are handmade & are few in nos. whereas the great majority comes by machine.

· Storage Of Cigars

                     Fine ‘Havana’ cigars can be kept in the right conditions upto 15 years. The most satisfactory way to maintain the condition of the cigar is to keep it in ‘humidar’, in the absense of which cigars can be kept in their original wood boxes. Boxes made up of cedar provide the most satisfactory storage for cigars as the aroma of cedar blends with the cigar.

         There are two types of cigars pressed & unpressed. The pressed cigars are made with the tobacco in the filler packed more loosely so that the cigars are put into boxes. Unpressed cigars are made at the time of manufacture of compact cigars as possible. Cigars should be kept away from the extreme heat & cold & away from strong smelling substances.

If cigars are stored in bulk, they should be kept in cupboards used only for that purpose & temperature of 15(c to 18(c must be maintained.

· Selection Of Cigars 

                                       Following points must be considered while selecting a Cigar –

· Holding cigar upto the ear, rolling it into the index finger & thumb. This is sometimes called as ‘Listening to the band’ & reveals absolutely nothing than a faint noise.

· Sniffing is another popular practice which does not do any harm to the sigar. If you shiff cigar, you will find that it will smell surprisingly not of tobacco.

· Another point which is observed is the warming the cigar before lighting it. This was originally done to turn off discardable gum used for sticking the wrapper of cigar.

· A good quality cigar should form gray coloured ash when smoked & should last for long time before falling off. Whitish ash denotes a mild sigar & dark ash denotes strong cigars.
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· Service Of Cigars 

                                      Cigars should be offered in their original boxes to allow the guest to choose his own brand. The type of cigar will be printed on the box. The guest having chosen the cigar wishes to have a ‘band’ should be allowed. Cigar cutter must be provided to the guest  along with a matchbox to light.

· Smoking Of Cigar 

                                       Before one can light the cigar, one has to open the closed end to allow the smoke through. Bitting is a favourite practice but it is not to be recommended as there are eligent & efficient ways available to do the same.

                                       Piercing the closed end with a matchstick or spike is also not to be recommended. The opening in such cases is too small & drives the smoke down to the toung which is disagreeable. Make a cut with flat cutter, which makes good size, but not too large opening through which it is possible to draaw cigar smokes at its best.                                        After cutting cigar should be tapped lightly on the fingers to remove lose particles. Light a cigar with wooden match box or glass gas lighter but never with sulpher match box or petrol lighters as it affects the flavour.

· Brand Names Of Cigar 

· Bock-y-cia

· Bolivar

· Garlica-y-vega

· H.Upman

· Henry Clay

· J.S.Muris-y-cia

· Juan Lopez

· Manual Garlica

· Montell.

· Romio-y-Julieta
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FAQ

· Explain the steps on Tobacco making

· Explain the varieties of Tobacco

· Explain in brief the parts of cigar

· Classify cigars on the basis of colour

· Explain the manufacturing & storage of cigar

· Explain the points to be considered while selecting cigar

· Explain service & smoking of cigar

· Give important brand names of cigar
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